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(54) PERSONAL COMPUTER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a theft use executed by the unspecified third 
party by providing a means for detecting identifying information 
which has been written in a magnetic recording medium, and a 
means for controlling whether a personal computer can be started 
or not, based on a result of its detection. 

CONSTITUTION: A floppy disk driving device 2 and a magnetic 
information detecting means 3 are provided as one body on a 
personal computer 1. When a magnetic recording medium 4 is 
inserted into an insertion port 5 of the detecting means 3, the 
detecting means 3 reads identifying information which has been 
written magnetically, and identifies whether the information which 
has been read is prescribed identifying information which has been 
contracted in advance or not. A result of this identification is sent to 
a start control means for controlling whether the personal computer 
1 can be started or not. The start control means does not start the 
personal computer, when the identification information does not 
conform with that which has been contracted in advance. In this 
way, a theft use by the unspecified third party cannot be executed. 
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